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INTERNATIONAL 


ZAGLADIN SURVEYS STATE OF WORLD COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


Moscow ARGUMENTY I FAKTY in Russian No 33, 16 Aug 63 and No 3%, 23 Aug 83 


(e- -part article by first deputy chief, CPSU CC International pee 
VY. V. Zagladin: “The Contemporary Communist Movement’7 


[iio 33, 16 Aug 83, pp 1-2/ 


[Text] The editors receive many letters with questions 
about the present-day stage of development of the world 
communist movement. Today we have opened our pages to doc- 
tor of philosophical sciences, professor, aid first deputy 
Chief of the CPSU Central Committee International Department, 
V. V. Zagladin. 


Extremely sharp discussions are being conducted about the contents of the 
present-day stage of development of the communist movement in the world. 
The opponents of the Communists, citing facts testifying to the failures or 
difficulties of certain of our fraternal parties, assert that tne entire 
movement is undergoing, as it were, a period of crisis and decline. The 
U.S. President Reagan does not tire, for example, of asserting that only a 
few months, if not days, remain before the final sunset of world communian. 
Declarations on the topic of the “decline” of the communist movement are now 
being made not only by representatives of monopoly capital but, unfortunately, 
also by certain Social Democrats and even by certain figures in Communist 
Parties. 


"Such types of statements,” notes candidate member of the Politburo and 
secretary of the CPSU Central Committee B. N. Ponomarev, “have been made many 
times in the past -s well. At every turn in the wheel of history or exacer- 
bation of the international situation, when the communist movement has been 
confronted with particularly complex problems, when it has encountered cer- 
tain difficulties, we have been witnesses again and again to a routine out- 
break of false prophecies concerning the ‘end of communism.’ And on every 
occasion it was precisely these prophecies which suffered a collapse, whereas 
the communist movement continued to move forward.” 





The communist Movement has expanded its ranks and strengthened its influence 
among the masses. The number of countries in which Communist Parties are 
operating, from the 1970's through the beginning of the 1960's, grew from 

86 to 95, while the total number of Communists during this period increased 
from 50 million to almost 76 million persons. Over the extent of the above- 
mentioned period the following have emerged: the Communist Party of Malta 
(its creation was announced in February 1970); the Communist Party of Paki- 
stan (its Constituent Congress was held in 1974); the Communist Party of 
Saudi Arabia (its First Congress was held in August 1975); the Worxers’ Party 
of Jamaica (its Constituent Congress was held in December 1976); the Egyptian 
Communist Party (its First Congress was held in September 1960); the Pales- 
tinian Communist Party (it was formed at the beginning of 1962) and, finally, 
the African Party of Independence and Lator of Senegal (whose Constituent 
Congress was held in 1961), formerly regarded as a revolutionary-democratic 
party, became a part of the communist movement. 


In Australia and Sweden, along with the Communist Parties, which have existed 
there for mary years, there arose during this period the Socialist Party of 
Australia and the Workers’ Party--Communists of Sweden. 


And, om the whole, tne number of Communists within the boundaries of the 
socialis. world, from the 1970's through the beginning of the 1960's, increased 
by more than 1.5 million persons. In comparison with the 1960's, the ranks 
of our fraternal parties were added to during this period in practically all 
countries. In the developed capitalist states (Western Europe, North America, 
Japan, and Australia) the increase dvring this period exceeded a million 
persons. in the countries of Latin America there was an increase of 90,000 
Communist Party members. That does not seem iike much. It must be borne in 
mind, however, that the 1970's were years of complex experiences for Latin 
America: the Chilean Revolution suffered a temporary defeat, the counter- 
revolution came to power in Uruguay, and righ*-wing forces became active in 

a number of other countries on this continent. In many cases, the menber- 
ship of the Communist Parties in the Latin American states decreased, then 
it began to grow again. And this growth has continued. In the countries of 
Asia (with the exception of Japan) and Africa there has been a total increase 
of more than 300,000 Communists. 


On the whole, more than 40 percent of the total membership of our fraternal 
parties consists of workers. Together with office employees, their propor- 
tion within tne Overall composition of the communist movement significantly 
exceeds 50 percent. The remaining portion comprises peasatits, members of 
the intelligentsia, the middle strata of the cities and rural areas, and 
others. in other words, the present-day communist movement more or less 
reflects the social structure of today’s world. This could also be put ano- 
ther way: now represented in the communist movement are practically all the 
basic social groups of contemporary society, with, the exception, of course, 
f the big bourgeoisie, 





It should, however, be noted that these indicators are, of course, not the 
only ones, and they do not even constitute the principal criterion for eva- 
luating the activities of the communist movement. The latter exists and 
operates for the purpose of transforming the world, in omer to provide wor- 
King people with a free life worthy of human beings. Therefore, we should 
Judge the successes of the communist movement primarily by the degree to 
which it succeeds in achieving such a transformation of the world. In app- 
roaching the matter from this point of view, the following statement should 
be made first of all: over the extent of the 1970's all the principal revo- 
iutionary forces achieved a novement forward. 


Tne world sociaiist system has expanded, and new states have been added. 
The European socialist countries have made progress toward creating a deve- 
loped socialist society, the improvement of which has continued in the USSR 
along all principal lines. The socialist community has been able to substan- 
tially develop its own economy (the national income over the 10-year period 
increased by 66 percent; the total industrial production--by & percent; and 
agricultural production--by 15 percent). There has been a rise in the popu- 
lation’s standari of living, especially on the socio-cultural level. Further 
steps nave been made along the path of improving the political system; this 
Was reflected in the new constitutions adopted by Bulgaria, the GDR, Cuba, 
Rumania, the USSR, as well as in the amendments and changes to the constitu- 
tions in Hungary, Vietnam, and Czechoslovakia. 


During the 1970's the disintegration of the colonial system in its old form 
Was practically completed ; the last colonial empire--that of Portugai--col- 
lapsed. The neocolonial relations imposed by the West on the developing 
countries after the elimination of thelr colonial holdings entered upon a 
period of serious crisis. Of particular importance is the fact that an 
ever-increasing number of countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America which 
have freed themselves from the yoke of imperialiam are now choosing to move 
toward socialism, while some of them have already traveled a certain part of 
the path leading to this lofty goal. 


In the developed capitalist countries, despite the harsh crisis and increased 
pressure from monopoly capital, employed workers have basically maintained 
their standard of living and political rights. In a number of countries 
there has been a clearly defined shift to the left; this was manifested, in 
particular, in the successes gained in the elections by the left-wing forces 
in France, Greece, San Marino, Spain, Sweden, and Portugal, as well as in 
the development throughout the entire capitalist world of various types of 
mass movements directed to one degree or another against the domination by 
the monopolies. 





The editors recommend that readers who are interested in this problem 
become acquainted with V. V. Zagladin’s book "KPSS 1 mezhdunarodnoye kom- 
munisticneskoye dvizheniye” [ihe CPSU and the International Communist 
Movement/ (Izdatel'stvo “Znaniye”, 1963), a portion of which is published 
nere. 








The general democratic movements have aiso become widely developed on an 
international scale. They have been directed at protecting the global inte- 
rests of mankind, which is threatened by international monopoly capital and 
imperialiam as a system. Particular importance among these movements has 
been attained by the unprecedented struggle of broad sucial circles against 
the threat of nuclear war. 


TO one degree or another, the positive shifts of the 1970's have been connec- 
ted with the activity and the struggle of the wrkers'’ mvement ard its vanguard 
--the Communists, with their incres«tng initiative. 


see 


The activity of the fraternal parties cannot help but lead to the expansion 
of their influence, which has been expressed not only in the growth of their 
numbers, vut primarily in the strengthening of their political positions in 
Various regions of the world. 

In the socialist countries our fraternal parties have heated up the transi- 
tion which developed in the 1970's to new methods of leadership, of managing 
the national economies and all public life, methods which have provided for 
a much more active attraction of the broad masses of working people into this 


pPTOCeSS.« 


The solution of the above-mentioned problems had to be carried out under com- 
plex circumstances. It was necessary to ensure the ongoing development of 
the economy and of the entire internal life of the socialist countries, while, 
at the same time, resisting the economic, military, political, and ideolo- 
gical pressure from imperialism, which has persistently retamied the caune 
of peace in the world arena. It may be noted with satisfaction that, on the 
whole, the fraternal parties of the socialist countries, and, above all, the 
parties of the countries which are members of the socialist community, have 
successfully coped with these not-so-simple problems. And now we see con- 
firmed tne conclusion drawn by the 26th CPOU Congress to the effect that the 
socialist community remains the most dynamically developing region of the 
present-day worid. 


The Communist Parties of the non-socialist countries manifested to an equal 
degree during the years in question a high degree of responsibilit-, having 
emerved as the organizers of an active resistance to the anti-popular actions 
of imperialism on all the basic lines. Questions of the anti-war movement 
nave ranked and still do rank first in the activities of the fraternal par- 
ties of these countries. Participation in it is closely linked to the orga- 
nization of the struggle against the consequences of the crisis, especially 
avyainet unemployment. 


Moreover, in all the principal regions of the world over the period from the 
1970's to the beginning of the 1980's there appeared important factors, new 
in principle, in the position of the fraternal parties, as well as their 
political role in societys 
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-- in a number of developed capitalist countries the Communists, with com- 
plete justification for this, have been able to place on the agenda the 
question of the direct participation in governing their own countries. In 
France, for example, the Communists have participated in the government, act- 
ing in the interests of the working people. in a number of other countries 
the Communist Parties and their principal points of view have become a notice- 
able = of political life (Portugal, Greece, Cyprus, the FHC, Japan, and 
others); 


-- in the Latin American countries the Communists have participated actively 
and effectively in the struggle to create unified patriotic and revolutionary 
fronts, fronts which have set as their goal the achievement of democratic 
changes and the weakening of the influence of American imperialiam on their 
own continent. Widely renowned is the national-patriotic struggie of the 
Communists in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Bolivia, and other countries; 


-- in the countries of the Middle East the Communists have given a good 
account of themselves as the most consistent force in the anti-imperiaiist 
struggle, as the most principled advocates of the military unity of the 
peoples of the Arab countries in this struggle; 


~~ in the countries of Africa it is now a matter of the ongoing process of 
the Communists drawing closer to the new generations of the revolutionary- 
democratic parties. As a result, there is being formed a new and powerful 
current of the revolutionary movement which stands basically on the platform 
of Marxienm-Leninian. 


“er 


An important indicator of the strengthening of the communist movement has 
become the growth of its activity and influence in the political struggle 

in the international arena--above all, in the struggle against nuclear war. 
A special role in this has been played by the mutual cooperation among the 
Communist Parties of the countries of the socialist community. It is impos- 
sible, however, to belittle the role aleo being played by the fraternal 
parties in other regions of the world. Even the opponents of communion have 
admitted that the communist movement 18 now emerging as an important factor 
in the balance of forces in the world arena in favor of the cause of peace 
and democracy. 


A major event of widesvread international resonance was the celebration of 

the 60th Anniversary of the Formation of the USSR in December of 1962. The 
jubilee celebrations, although they were devoted completely to a specific 
date, were essentially transformed into a convincing manifestation of the 
solidarity of the international communist movement, above all, in the struggle 
for peace, for the prevention of war, and thereby also for social progress. 


During the course of the celebrations, in the speeches by the guests in 
Moscow, the following factors became completely clears in the first place, 
the fact that, with regard to the basic questions of the anti-war struggie, 











the viewpoints of the world's Communists are the same or close; diver- 
gences of opinion in this sphere are manifested only very slightly. 


in the second place, it was reaffirmed that the viewpoints which differ 
from the views Of the majority encounter sharp disagreement and rebuffs 
from the overwhelming majority of the fraternal parties. 


in the third piace, a very obvious tendency manifested itself toward unity 
and the solidarity of the communist movement, above all, in the name of a 
rebuff to imperialism and an activation of the anti-war struggle. 


Thus, the main result of the development and struggle of the communist 
movement by the beginning of the 1980's had become its indisputable conti- 
nuing growth and the strengthening of its viewpoints among the masses. That 
is the way the “crisis” of world communiam looks, the “crisis” about which 
the imperialist politicians dream in vain. 


However, the CPSU realistically notes that Communists have also encountered 
serious experiences and difficulties of various types. 


Lio Ys, 23 nue 83, p 27 


Lrext/ The Comfunist and workers’ parties of the socialist countries have 
encountered a number of serious problems in the development of their national 
economies. There has occurred a definite slowdown in the rate of economic 
growth, and the indebtedness of certain countries to capitalist creditors 


has increased. Well-known crisis phenomena of a political nature have also 
occurred (Poland), 


We should not be surprised by any of this: V. I. Lenin once remarked that the 
road to socialiom “will never be straight.” In particular, we must not fail 

to mention circumstances of an international nature. "The socialist world,” 
secretary of the CPSU ventral Committee, K. V. Rusakov, notes, "is not completely 
isolated from the world economic conditions. During the 1970's there occurred a 
sharp rise in prices for energy and raw materials, which, in turn, brought with 


it considerably higher prices for finished products, especially those with a 
comp! ex techno logy eee 


"To what has already been stated we muct add that the crisis situations 

which arose drew off a portion of the means of the socialist countries for 
their defense needs, to aid their allies...." However, the sources of the 
problems which arose in the socialist countries were not only objective but 


also subjective in their nature. Mankind's past experience could not suggest 
answers to “he questions which life posed. 


As nmoteu at the Congresses and plenums of the central committees of a number of 
the fraternal parties during the years 1980-1982, difficulties arose, for example, 
in cennection with the delays in the practical implementation of conclusions 

which had already been drawn in principle. In this connection, the November (1982) 
Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, for example, emphasized that the party had 




















worked out a scientifically grounded economic policy and had adopted a course 
aimed at increasing production efficiency and its intensification. But the 
switching of our economy onto this track, the turn to efficiency, ia still 
being carried out too slowly. In many instances the force of inerti« is 
hindering the use of experience accumulated by other socialist countries as 
well as the possibilities of socialist integration. 


Of course, errors which are sometimes permitted in the political sphere have 
a particularly negative importance. Generally speaking, this is a matter of 
those errors which are capable of engendering a weakening of the tien between 
the party leadership and the masses of its members, between the party and the 
working Class. The lessons of the Polish events are now at the center of 
attention of the Communist Parties in the socialist, as well as in the non- 
socialist, countries. 


In a number of developed capitalist countries the communist movement has, 
to a certain degree, slowed Gown its develojment. In most cases, including 
those where there exist large and powerful fraternal parties, their membership 
growth has practically ceased, while in certain places (Spain, Italy, Belgium, 
and Great Britain) there has even been a noticeable reduction in the party 
ranks. And in other countries for a number of years now the Communists have 
not succeeded in achieving any sort of noticeable growth in the niwmerical 
strength Of the party organizations. In a number of instances there has 
also been a leveling off in the number of votes cast for Communists in various 
types of elections. 


The extremely widespread dissatisfaction which constantly existe among the 
macses with regard to the state of affairs vnich has taken piace, in parti- 
cular, in connection with the economic crisis, has ied on more than one occa- 
sion to the eruption of spontaneous masse protest movements. But ever on the 
wave of these movements the Communists have not been able to achieve any sort 
of serious movement forwari. Nor have any serious shifts been noted in the 
matter of forming stable, anti-monopolistic coalitions. Furthermore, in 
certain countries the strengthening of cooperation among the left-wing forces 
has been turned around for the Communists by a temporary decrease of their 
influence among the other left-wing (primarily socialist) parties. 


'n certain instances within the Communist Parties of the developed capitalist 
countries during the 1970's there arose tendencies or deviations with regard 
to their positions which differed substantially from the views adopted in 
the communist movement as a whole, including those on questions of extreme 


importance in principle. 


In the countries of latin America during the 1970's the revolutionary 
forces suffered a number of serious defeats (first of all, in Chile, also 
in Uruguay and a number of other countries). In certain instances bour- 
geois-reformist and social-democratic forcen became more active; they have 
attempted to seize the influence over the masses from the Communists. 


In the developing countries, particularly in Asia, among tiie Communists 
serious difficulties have arisen in the relations with their allies. This 








pertains both to the purely political sphere (relations with the ruling 
parties which officially proclaim a revolutionary democratic course), as 
well as the sorial sphere (1.e., relations with the national bourgeoisie, 
primarily in India, as well as in Sri Lanka, and others’. In certain cases 
there has taken place in the ranks of the Communist Parties, along with reci- 
ivist, right-wing, opportunistic attitudes, the appearance of left-wing sec- 
tarian tendencies as well. 


*** 


Wherein lie the causes of the problems which are confronting the communist 
movement today? 


Of course, the main obstacle hindering the communist movement from advan- 
cing ia imperialian, its anti-communist activities, its policy, ideology, 
and propaganda. 


The 1970’s were marked by a significant deepening in the overall crisis of 
capitaliam. And this could not nelp but have an influence on its policy as 
well. To place a barrier on the path of social changes is the present-day 
goal of the most conservative, reactionary circies of imperiailiam; in order 
to attain this goal, they are indeed prepared to spare neither efforts nor 


MeCAasise 


The imperialist ideologues are fond of talking atout bourgeois democracy, 
vinicnh supposedly guarantees a practically unl‘mited freedom to any political 
trends. In response to these false assertions, it is sufficient to recall 
that about one-fifth of all the fraternal parties are still compelled to wage 
their struggie under illegal or semi-legal conditions. 


But even in places where the Communists operate legaliy they are subjected to 
persecution, pressure, and constraints, frequentiy including terroristic 
ones. In most of the capitalist countries (in the PRC openly and in other 
cases in hidden forms) laws exist and operate which place limitations on the 
rights of Communists to participate in the political life of their own 
countries. And everywhere there exists a refined system of investigations 
of Communists and of de xocrats independent of their party affiliations. 


No small difficulties have always been created for the revolutionaries by the 
zig-zags and changes in the strategy and tactics of the class enemy. 


Such Changes are linked, in particular, with the fact that imperialian is stri- 
ving to take into account its own defeats, to consider to a certain extent 
the successes of the revolutionary forces, and to adapt its own subversive 
activities to the new circumstances. The methods which were utilized in 

19% in Hungary were scarcely repeated in 1966 in Czechoslovakia, whereas in 
Poland imperialiam has acted now completely differentiy than it did in the 


gece 
sete? * 


Another source of difficulties for the communist movement was and remains 
the objective complexity of the processes of developing the class struggie. 





Within the developed capitalist countries there has S<er a deepeni-y of 

. ctions between the significantiy grown need for « srcoming the 
Capitalist system (which now threatens the very existence of mankind), on 
he one hand, and the insufficient level of readiness of the subjective fac- 
or of the socialist revoiution, i-e., the wiil and the know-how of the 


t should be stated that, as a resuit of the expansion which has occurred 

in the ranks of the working ciass, along with the increase in the sumber of 
persons working for hire, the average ievel of the ideological maturity of 
the masuwes has temporariiy teen reduced. A negative role is piayed on this 
level as well by the strateszy conducted by monopolistic capital, aimed at 
introducing reformist illusions among the masses, based on consumerist atti- 
tudes and the ideology of the notorious consumerist society. 
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NAT IC'SMAL 


SIGNIFICANCE OF WORKING CLASS REVOLUTIONARY TRADITIONS EXAMINED 


Moscow VOsROSY ISTORII KPSS in Russian No 7, July 83 (signed to press 
6 July 1983) pp 63-77 


Article by V. I. Minaylov: "The Revolutionary Traditions of the Working 
Class: Essence and Development" | 


Text! The classics of Marxism-Leninism, and the Communist Party have 
always attributed great importance to the development and strengthening 
of the revolutionary traditions of the working class. These issues are 
acquiring especial importance at the present time when on the basis of 
the traditions which were born during the period of the struggle by the 
working class for its social liberation and the destruction of autocracy 
and capitalism, traditions which were consolidated and enriched during 
the years of socialist construction, glorious traditions of the struggle 
for socialism which are common for all Soviet people have developed and 
become deeply rooted in our society; and which we are obliged to make 
wide use of in educational work among the workers by the Decree of the 


(SU Central Committee, “On the 80th Anniversary of the Second Congress of the 
Russian Social Democratic Worker's Party" and by the materials of the June 
(1983) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. 


Central in the decisions of the congresses and in the other very important 
documents of the CPSU, and in the speeches of party and state leaders is 
the idea that fidelity to the fighting traditions of the working class, 

and f.delity to the behests of K. Marx, F. Engels, and V. I. Lenin and 

to the party's cause, and the education of the youth in these traditions 

is an indispensable condition for our society's successful forward movement 
"along the path of the social renewal of the world and of the realization 
of the revolutionary goals and ideals of the working class." 


Soviet social scientists--historians, philosophers, sociologists, ethno- 
graphers, psychologists, and teachers--and also party, state agency, and 
public organization officials, journalists, and people in literature and 

the arts are demonstrating an increasing interest in studying the revolu- 
tionary traditions of the working class and their relationship to the tradi- 
tions of other social communities, and role in communist education. In 
recent years a large number of books and quite a number of articles devoted 
to these problems have been published. 


10 





More and more often when traditions are written about an examination is 
made of such major issues as the formation of the socialist way of life, 
and the establishment of the Soviet people as a new historical community 
of people, and also the problems of the ideological and political work 

of party organizations, of the practice of the communist education of the 
workers,* and so forth. 


In the study of the essence, nature, history, and laws of the development 
of our revolutionary traditions an especial role belongs to the science 
of party history which has the task of helping the party to make use of 
these traditions with maximum effect for the purpose of solving important 
socio-economic problems which, taken as a complex, add up, as the General 
Secretary of the CC CPSU Comrade Yu. V. Andropov said, to the perfecting 
of developed socialism.? 


Science will have to reply to still another question regarding the theory 

and practice of the use of the revolutionary traditions which have become 
established in our society, and their development and strengthening. It 

was rightly observed in the addresses of the participants in the theoretical 
seminar “Socialist Traditions and Their Role in Communist Education” which 

took place in 1980 in the Academy of Social Sciences at the CPSU Central Committee 
we have yet to develop a single conception of the essence and specific 

nature of these traditions and of their sphere of action, and that insufficient 
studies have been made of the social functions of the traditions and of 

the distinctive features of their manifestations in the area of social 
psychology and ideology.® 


The fruitfulness of further work on the theoretical foundations of the 
problem of the revolutionary traditions of the working class depesds upon 
how precisely the basic category will be defined. in our opinion, it is 

a category of the socio-political and ideological unity of Soviet society. 
By basing oneself on it it is possible to pose such important questions 

as the essence of traditions and their place in the system of the socio- 
political unity of socialist society; to explain the historical character 
and the laws of the development of the progressive traditions of the working 
class; and to throw light upon the role of the Communist Party in the 
management of this process and in the organization of the effective use 

of the constructive potential of revolutionary traditions. It is these 
problems which are the subject of analysis in the present article. 


Revolutionary Traditions in the System of the Unity of Socialist Society 


The basic laws and features of the socio-political and ideological unity 

of Soviet society have been formulated in party documents and in the works 

of Soviet scholars. The essence of this unity is in the tight solidarity 

of ail of the classes and social groups of our society whose leading organiza- 
tional force is its working class and the Communist Party of the Soviet 

Urion molded by it which has now become the leader of the entire Soviet 
people. Marxism-Leninism--the worldview of the working class--is the spiri- 
tual basis of this unity. In this sense, the socio-political unity of 
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our society is interpreted as the unity of the CPSU and its people. The 
international fraternity and friendship of the socialist nations and peoples 
of the USSR, and the unshakable strength of our new historical community 

of people--the Soviet people--are built on the foundation of the class, 
social, and spiritual solidarity of the workers. 


When they examine ideological and political unity within the framework 

of the more general category of the “social structure of society,” scholars 
take note of the possibility of looking at various “sections” of this complex 
Structure, depending upon the criterion of analysis which has been selected. 
For example, “vertical” ana “horizontal” sections are distinguished. The 
former is understood as a system of division into classes and social strata, 
and the latter is seen as social cells in the form of various collectives: 
labor, cultural, and family. At the same time, in analyzing the ideological 
and poiitical unity of society it is extremely necessary, in our opinion, 

to also look at an historical "section"’ which would serve to characterize 
the integrity of society not only at a given moment of its development, 

but over a long period of time, and to characterize not only the degree 

of the solidarity of existing and directly interacting elements of society 
(classes, social groups, c llectives and individuals, families, and conti- 
guous generations but also the indissolubility of the social and ideologi- 
cal connection evei. between generations which are separated by time: those 
which have departed from life, tlose which are presently flourishing and 
have only energed onto the arena of history, and future generations. This 
approach is especially importart from she point of view of acquiring a 
fuller understanding of the role and place of revolutionary traditions 

in the system of factors which have an influence on ensuring the unity 

of socialist society and the continuity and continuing directedness of 

the socio-historic activity of all of the generations and classes which 
comprise it. While traditions in general are a specific social relationship 
which provides a hereditary connection between the past, present, and future 
of various human communities, regardless of their place in the world histori- 
cal process, the revolutionary traditions of the working class are an effec- 
tive means of the transmission from generation to generation of the goals, 
forms, methods, and experience of the transformation of society on the 

basis of communist principles. This transformational activity which unites 
the generations of the builders of socialism is founded on the unity of 

the fundamental interests of the working classes. Comprehensive support 

for and the dissemination of the traditions of the working class is the 
abolute concern and task of party, state, and public organizations. 


The establishment and strengthening of the socio-political unity of the 
working classes and of all of their generations, and the increased role 
and importance here of the revolutionary traditions of the working class 
is an objective law of the development of socialist society. 


In this connection, it is in no way possible to agree with the contention 
that the muiti-directional mature of the so-called social time of (that 
is, the main line of the development of) society as a whole and of indi- 
vidual penerations is a genera’ law (meaning that it is also characteristic 


12 








of socialism).® Or with the opinion which has been expressed in an article 
by I. A. Vavilov and G. G. Filippov that tradition is in general alien 

to our society and that to fizhe for its inculcation in the behavior of 

the masses means, in a certain sense, to demand the stereotypization and 
standardization of the satisfaction of their spiritual and macerial needs. 


Such opinions bear witness 5° a still current view of tradition as an exclu- 
sively conservative force, | a view which has for a long time and with 
complete justification been subjected to criticism.!! vy. F. Asmus has 
rightly objected to attempts to reject tradition as such--"regardless of 

its iGeehegics! direction and content, and without respect to its effective 
force." 


In order to arrive at a fuller elucidation of the essence and mechanism 
of the development of revolutionary traditions it is important to consider 
the interpretation of the concept of “revolutionary” itself. 


First, it is legitimate to use the definition “revolutionary” with respect 
to traditions only when their content is meant.13 But even then the range 
of the concept “revolutionary tradition” is quite wide.14 When this kind 

of language is used what is usually meant are the traditions of the revo- 
lutionary battles for the overthrow of the old order and the establishment 
of the political dominion of the working class. In addition, an excessively 
divisive relationship is introduced without sufficient grounds into the 
word collocation “revolutionary, labor, and combat traditions." This is 
capable of engendering and frequently does engender imprcisions which 

are fraught with definite losses both for education based on traditions 

and, especially, for their use for the purpose of perfecting the social 
relationships of mature socialism. 


In our opinion, in speaking of revolutionary traditions it is more correct 
and constructive to adhere to the essence and scientific significance of 

the concept of “revolutionary"--something radically and qualitatively trans- 
formational which is connected with a break in continuity and with a 180 
degree turn in social life and activity. 


The following proposition from the CC CPSU Decree, "On the 60th Anniversary 
of the Great October Socialist Revolution," makes such an interpretation 
obligatory: “During the 60 years of development along the path of October 
remarkable socialist traditions have become established in our society 

in which the extremely rich experience of revolutionary struggle and con- 
struction has been consolidated."!> In this case it is legitimate to speak 
not only about the revolutionary traditions of the working class in its 
struggle for political power, but also about its revolutionary labor tra- 
ditions which go back to the great initiative of the initiators of the 
first communist subbotniks, and about its revolutionary combat traditions 
the bearer of which was the Man With a Rifle who was brought into the world 
by October and which manifested themselves with gigantic power in the Great 
Patriotic War. Such traditions can be reduced neither to the traditions 

of labor in general (industriousness, and so forth) nor to the traditions 


13 











of military valor. They bear the stamp of a new world and of its first- 
born. 


In examining the problem of traditions it is essential to consistently 
adhere to the principle of a class approach to the analysis of social 
life. It is obvious that the unity of generations becomes possible only 
thanks to the establishment, development, and strengthening of socio-class 
unity and is, so to speak, a derivative of it. In a class-antagonistic 
society there is a struggle of traditions. 


Inaccurate in this connection is the opinion that oniy society as a whole 
is always the sphere for the play of traditions.!© A correct evaluation 

of the initiatives of the working class or even of individual collectives 
of it which are coming into being and have not yet become universal has 
always been and continues to be important for the party direction of the 
process of the development of traditions. This means that there is useful- 
ness in the differentiation, for example, of the traditions of an entire 
people and the traditions of individual groups of society. 


With this approach the working out of the problem of the relationship 
between traditions and the sources of social development may also prove 

to be fruitful. As V. Zh. Kelle and M. Ya. Koval'son believe, "the factors 
which cement the unity of socialism are, at the same time, the factors 

and motive forces of its deve lopment .""1/ This conclusion is also persuasive 
with respect to the revolutionary traditions of the working class which, 

as was shown above, are an essential and indispensable factor of the unity 
of socialist society. 


In our opinion, all of the conditions and possibilities exist at the present 
time for the formation of an integral conception of the revolutionary 
traditions of the working class. Inestimable help is provided here by 

the numerous statements of Marx, Engels, and Lenin, by party documents, 

and by the program propositions and conclusions contained in the article, 
"The Teachings of Karl Marx and Some Questions of Socialist Construction 

in the USSR," the speech at the June (1983) Plenum of the Central Committee 
of the Party, and in other works by the General Secretary of the CC CPS’ 
Comrade Yu. V. Andropov. 


The Historical Character and Some Laws of the Vevelopment of the Revolutionary 
Traditions of the Working Class 


Every socio-economic formation, and every class and society has its own 
characteristic traditions, although the life of these various traditions 
does not, as a rule, coincide with the longevity of their bearers. In 
class-antagonistic societies there are two types of traditions, as there 
are two types of cultures: progressive and reactionary. In addition, 
the traditions of a class (for example, the bourgeoisie) can play a pro- 
gressive and even a revolutionary role during the ascendant stage of its 
development, while during its decline they become conservative and reac- 
tionary, placing a brake on social development. 
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And only the workise class which has taken the role on the historical 
stage of the grave. gger of capitalism and of class antagonisms in general 
is the progenitor and bearer of new, genuinely progressive traditions 
whose basis and essence is made up of its struggle for the transformation 
of the world on the basis of just social principles. 


During the course of the class struggle, and under the influence of the 
ideology of scientific communism which is disseminated by the party, the 
revolutionary consciousness of the working class is strengthened. Gradually 
liberating itself from the numerous prejudices, illusions, and habits 

which hinder its struggle, the working class forms its own worldview, 

and its own system of moral norms and convictions, and develops such prin- 
ciples, norms, and criteria which are characteristic of its purposes as 
collectivism, solidarity, discipline, staunchness, heroism, and selflessness 
which become consolidated during the course of the class struggle and 
acquire a traditional character. 


Quite a few bright proletarian revolutionary traditions have taken shape 

as a result of the ideological-political and educational work of the party. 
Take, for example, the emergence of such a tradition of the working class's 
struggle against the power of capital as the strike whose role in the 
social enlightenment of the masses of workers was so highly valued by 

V. I. Lenin. 


Strikes were known as far back as the Middle Ages, while in Russia they 
aopeared in the first half of the 19th century. And although as the working 
ciass developed in Russia strikes were carried out more and more frequently, 
they developed into a revolutionary tradition only at the stage of the 
proletariat's class struggle. Only Lenin's party gave the strike a solid 
status in the weaponry of the working class in its struggle agaist the 
exploiting classes and the Tsarist Autocracy, looking upon it as a school 

in which "the workers learned to wage war against their enemies for the 
liberation of the entire people and all of the toilers from the oppression 
of officialdom and from the oppression of capital."19 
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The tradition of the strike movement played an enormous role in uniting 
the proletariat, and in the forration of its class solidarity, self-con- 
sciousness, revolutionary charecter, and in its political education. 


The proletariat's class struggle gave birth. to and consolidated its revolu- 
tionary traditions. 


With the fundamental change in the position of the working class in the 
socio-economic and political life of society--that is, with its accession 

to political dominion,--there began a qual’.tatively new stage in the develop- 
ment of its revolutionary traditions, and the sphere of their influence 

and their social direction became substancially broader. Finding active 
support in them, the working class led by the Bolshevik Party embarked 

upon the development and establishment of new socialist norms of social 
relations, and of a new attitude toward work and of a new discipline, 








all of which manifested itself in numerous instances of labor heroism 

and in an endeavour to work in a revolutiongry manner. The most vivid 
confirmation of this is the birth of the initiative to carry out communist 
subbotniks which demonstrated the “conscious and voluntary initiative 

of the workers in the development of labor productivity, the transition 

to a new labor discipline, and in the creation of socialist economic and 
life conditions.”20 They signified, V. I. Lenin emphasized, “the beginning 
of a revolution, a more difficult, more important, more fundamental, and 
more decisive one than the overthrow of the bourgeoisie, for this is 

a victory over one’s own sluggishness, lack of discipline, and petty bour- 
geois selfishness, over these habits which cursed capitalism left as a 
legacy for the worker and peasant."2! This historical fact signified 

the birth of revolutionary labor traditions. Their social base broadened 
as socialist social relations were perfected and other laboring strata 

of the country’s population went over to the political positions of the 
working class. While at the beginning of the transition period from capital- 
ism to socialism revolutionary traditions were characteristic primarily 

of the working class, with the victory of socialist relations they began 

to penetrate into the life of the broadest popular masses. 


Under the influence of the communist ideology of the working class and 

of its revolutionary traditions, and during the process of socialist con- 
struction not only the workers themselves, but also the laboring peasantry 
and representatives of the petty bourgeoisie and of the bourgeois intelli- 
gentsia were reeducated. 


And under the conditions of developed cocialism and as a result cf the 
long years of work by the CPSU in the communist education of the Soviet 
people, and in the formation and establishment of new socialist social 
relations and a socialist way of life, and when the alliance between the 
working class, the kolkhoz peasantry, and the peoples’ intelligentsia, 
with the leading role of the working class, sas become the solid and inde- 
structible foundation of the Soviet people as a new historical community 
of people, *4 the revolutionary traditions of the working class have been 
becoming an inalienable component of the norms and principles of the life 
of all of the strata of our society. 


Under the leadership of the party, beginning with the first years of Soviet 
power a resolute struggle developed in the country for the eradication 

of the mores and prejudices which had been implanted over centuries by 

the world of private property with its individualism, selfishness, and 
greed, and for the establishment of new higher forms of human communal 
living.24 


The importance and educational role of the revolutionary traditions of 

the working class undergo especial growth under develuped socialism. 
Communist education presupposes not only the mastery of the theoretical 
knowledge of scientific communism, but also the assimilation by each new 
generation of Soviet people of the social experience of their predecessors, 
of everything that has already been developed and tested by the practice 
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of revolutionary struggle and socialist construction, including the revolu- 
tionary traditions of the working class which have become established 
in society as the leading ones. 


Such in a concise exposition is the logic of the development of the prole- 
tarian revolutionary traditions. 


Proletarian traditions have a long-term character which is of general 
importance. In contrast to all other classes, the working class, as the 
most revolutionary one which is consistent to the utmost in its actions, 
sets the goal not of the gaining of privileges and monopolies for itself, 
but of the establishment in society of rights and duties which are equal 

for all, and of the destruction of the entire system of class dominion 

and of the exploitation of man by man as such. These are its fundamental 
and basic goals and interests which inevitably impel the proletarian masses 
to ‘a great and unprecedentedly self-sacrificing struggle’26 and, naturally, 
engender and develop in them such features and qualities as “heroism, 
selflessness, persistence, and devotion to a great cause?’ and determine 
the content, essence, and characteristics of its revolutionary traditions. 
The economic interests and strategic goais of the working class, and its 
consistency and single-mindedness in tie attainment of these goals make 

its traditions, on the one hand, dynamic and militant ones which are con- 
stantly in development, and, on the other, impart to them the basic character 
of traditions which are for the entire people, of general importance, 

and for general use, and turn them into social values of abiding importance. 


(ne of the distinguishing and basic characteristics of the revolutionary 
traditions of the working class consists in the fact that the proletarian 
liberation movement itself is solidly based on objective historical laws 

and a profound scientific knowledge of them, pursue the attainment of 

the scientifically validated goal--the construction of a classless society-- 
and in its actions bases itself on a profoundly and comprehensiveiy devel- 
oped scientific theory--Marxism-Leninism. This is why the proletarian 
revolutionary traditions, like no others before them, are characterized 

by great vitality, motive force, and energy. They exercise an exceptionally 
grvat influence on ensuring the goa)-directedness and profound continuity 

in historical action of the generations of fighters for communism, and 

the growth of the organization and solidarity of socialist society. 


Since it 4s a social category, revolutionary tradition lives and develops 
in accordance with the laws of materialist dialectics. Its historical 
character, continuity in time, and movement up from qualities of a lower 
order (for example, from simple forms of social protest to higher ones-- 
organized actions by the proletariat) are determined by the laws of the 
process of the development of the struggle between classes itself whose 
essence consists in the fact that the struggle of every non-ruling class 
against the ruling class “is directed .. . at a more decisive, and more 
radical negation of the previous social order than was possible for all 
of the previous classes which sought to achieve dominion."'4 
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The revolutionary spirit of a tradition comes from the revolutionary spirit 
of the class itself. In addition, revolutionary traditions retain this 
quality of theirs only to the extent to which they are subordinated to 

the main line of revolutionary development, otherwise they can become 

and have, in fact, become a source for actions which are hostile to social 
progress (this is witnessed, in particular, by the history and fate of 
petty bourgeois revolutionaryism). 


it should also be noted that the essence of individual revolutionary tra- 
ditions even of the working class itself may change sharply and turn into 
its opposite if there is a radical change in the historical situatior. 
This means that there must only be a concrete historical approach to 
arriving at an evaluation of whether a given tradition is revolutionary 

or not. Above we discussed the strike as an effective form of the working 
class's struggle against its exploiters which has become a tradition. 
However, we also know of such a phenomenon as anarchic “strikiom," which 
was condemned at the 3rd Congress of the Russian Social Democratic Workers’ 
Party in the report by A. V. Lunacharskiy and in a number of addresses 
during the discussions.2? Finally, one can also point to the case when 
during the first years after October the Men'sheviks and Sks made attempts 
to make use of the proletarian strike tradition for their own ends at 

those enterprises where a section of the workers were temporarily under 
their influence. Such attempts to apply only one form of the revolutionary 
tradition under the new conditions in which Soviet Russia was waging a 
fierce struggle against counter-revolution were characterized by Lenin 

as “a very great crime against the working class."20 


One can also state as a law the leading role of the revolutionary traditions 
of the working class with respect to its other traditions, and also to 
the traditions of other classes and social groups. 


Many of the qualities of the working class which manifest themselves in 
its daily life and activities have a traditional character without being 
revolutionary, go back to the distant past, and arose long before the 
working class took form and became conscious of itself as a special social 
force, or else were adopted from other social groups. 


The above-enumerated issues have not yet attracted great attention from 
scholars, and this is apparently explained by the fact that histortcally 
and politically attention has been concentrated primarily on the 6) ruggle 
against the traditions of the old (read: hostile, opposed, and alien 

to socialism) world. This was entirely legitimate and explainable; the 
positive continuity in the working class's attitude toward the task in 

the aspect being investigated by us remained in the shadows. Yet, indis- 
putable values were developed in the old (read: preceding) world, including 
by the proletariat itself--it is sufficient to cite, for example, the 
tradition of industriousness and of work comradeship. 


We have the methodological foundation for a correct treatment and analysis 
of the positive continuity of the working class with respect to its other, 
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non-revolutionary traditions in Lenin's conception of the attitude toward 
the legacy of the past. 


Scholars have amassed a definite amount of concrete scholarly experience-- 
experience in studying the question of the relationship of communist morality 
and of the so-called simple norms of morality.20 By analogy to this, 

it can be said also with regard to traditions that it is the revolutionary 
traditons which play the role here of a criterion for the correct evaluation 
of whether various phenomenon are progressive or conservative. 


Historically, however, the resolution of this question was by no means 
simple for the revolutionary workers. The following acknowledgement by 

I. V. Babushkin is instructive here. "Il remember well," he writes, “how 
we. . »« arrived at a strange conclusion regarding an economic issue. 

The issue had to do with plecework. In subjecting someone to propaganda 
and agitation we frequently posed a question for him which we had worked 
out: what is more useful for workers under the present condit ions--indus~ 
triousuess or laziness? We received the reply *hat the former is always 
more useful. Then we began to prove to our opponent that if he was especially 
zealous in his work it was possible that 1) this would soon lead to a 
lowering of the rates and 2) a single worker would perform the work of 

two and, in this way, a large number of workers would wind up without 

work which, in its turn, would bring about an ever greater lowering of 
rates, and so torth. It would be a different matter if the work were 

done slowly, without haste: then the rates would probably rise, or, at 
least, not fall, and since the work would be done more slowly, additional 
workers would be needed, and, thanks to this, there would be less unemployed 
and pay would go up. It appeared to turn out as if we were right, bu 

the workers agreed with us reluctantly, although they could not find argu- 
ments with which to oppose us. And we ourselves, while we felt ourselves 
to be victors, could not reconcile ourselves with the thought that a lazy 
person was more useful to society than an industrious one, and we simply 
could not get out of our dilemma. Such questions arose more and more 
frequently. « « 05 


These individual comments only illustrate that it is not simple to find 
a practical solution to the question of the relationship between simply 
"good" traditions and revelutionary traditions. 


The question of the relationship between the traditions of the working 
class and the traditions of other social groups is also an important one. 
The evaluation of the revolutionary traditions of the working class as 
the chief, basic, and leading ones with respect to all other traditions 
is, without doubt, correct; however, one cannot ignore on this basis 

the progressive traditions of the peasantry and the other social groups, 
and also national traditions which have been disseminated to the workers. 
Unfortunately, there has been insufficient study of the mechanism of the 
mutual enrichment of classes and social groups, and, in particular, of 
the place of traditions in it. In speaking of this it is important to 
emphasize that Comrade Yu. V. Andropov has taken note of the importance 
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ot progressive traditions and of an intensive exchange of spiritual valves 
in the formation of our multi-national socialist culture. 32 


The difficulty of this matter is aggravated by the fact that a contradic- 
tory developmental nature which is characteristic of every tradition becomes 
even greater if one takes the full aggregate and gigantic interweaving 

of the traditions which exist in society. This contradictoriness is re- 
tained under socialism also. The struggle between advanced and backward, 
and positive (promoting the progress of socialism) and negative (putting 

a brake upon this progress) traditions under socialism is a manifestation 

of the general character of the development of our society through contra- 
dictions. 


There was an especially sharp struggle of traditions during the first 

years of socialist power. The establishment of new principles for the 
management of nationalized enterprises, and of a new labor discipline 

"came into cenflict with survivals of the past. The party conducted educa- 
tional work among the masses, inculcating in the consciousness of the 
workers the necessity for strict proletarian discipline, and overcoming 
small-minded property-oriented views and shop traditions which had remained 
from pre-revolut tionary times."93 V, I. Lenin, who with equal vigor did 

not permit either the denigration of the great historical role of the 
working class or its “false idealization," demanded that the “interests 

of the working class be protected against those handfuls, groups, and 
strata of workers who are stubbornly holding onto the traditions (habits) 
of capitalist. . . ."394 Thus, the struggle of traditions is a manifesta- 
tion of the class struggle. 


A growing and progressive movement is characterized by a growth of organiza- 
tion which, in its turn, is realized gradually in increasingly stable 

and mature forms. This applies wholly and entirely to the development 

of revolutionary traditions. It is sufficient here to look at the changes 
in the attitude toward work which has occurred in our soctety during the 
past 65 years in order to discover this dynamic of the birth, establishment, 
perfection, and enrichment of a tradition. 


As i6 known, the founders of scientific socialism wrote about the inevita- 
bility and lawfulness of the emergence of communist labor. Even before 
October V. I. Lenin touched upon this question.» However, just as soon 

as communist labor announced itself as a reality--first as the initiative 

of party members and non-party advanced workers, the initiators of voluntary 
payless subbotniks,--Vladimir Il'ich put forward as a practical task support 
for these and similar shoots of the future, emphasizing at the same time 
that communist labor could take various forms. And later there appeared 

the movement for a communist attitude toward labor, the "Gaganov" Movement, 
the practice of a voluntary review by workers of output norms for the 
purpose of increasing them which is entirely impossible under capitalism, 
and so forth. As for the subbotniks, from an innovational initiative 

they became a tradition, first locally (among advanced workers), and then 
among all of the strata of socialist society as a all-national norm. 
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The immediate cause for the organization of labor in a revolutionary manner 
was the awareness by advanced workers of an acute necessity tor overcoming 
certain extreme crisis situations. However, since a general historical 

law found expression in the given concrete form (subbotniks)--the inevitability 
of the emergence of communist labor,--these subbotniks could not but become 
rooted and with time became the normal (albeit not basic under socialiem) 
forms of labor activity for the entire population. As A. M- Rumyantsev 
observed, "That which at one time arose in history as ‘unexpected’ and un- 
foreseen, at least unforeseen in a given form, type, and sequence, later 
turns into something ordinary, normal, traditional, and reproducable.” 

And this means that it becomes possible to disseminate a discovered tendency 
into the future and forecast the development of a phenomenon.’ It is 

also possible, consequently, to plan the management of the given phenomenon, 
process, or tradition, which bears witness to the high degree of its organi- 
zation. 


One of the most essential laws which we shall have to track and analyze 
is the law of the direction by the party of the formation and perfection 
of working class traditions. 


The Role of the Communist party in Managing the Process of the Development 
of Working Class Revolutionary Traditions 


No matter what aspects of the working class's revolutionary qualities 

we may now examine, and no matter what means and forms of its revolutionary 
struggle we may be speaking about, they took form and were perfected under 
the immediate direction of the Bol'shevik Party. 


Throughout its entire history the party of great Lenin has carried like 

a standard its profound adherence to the principles of sctentific communism, 
its fidelity to the cause of the liberation of the working class and to 

the traditions of an implacable attitude toward the system of the exploi- 
tation of man by man, and its hatred for the oppressors. 


In defining the tasks of the proletariat, and in “advocating the inevita- 
bility of revolution and systematically and steadily preparing" the working 
class for this, the party has carefully guarded the revolutionary tradi- 
tions of the proletariat which have already taken shape, has thoroughly 
developed and enriched them, has inculcated them in the masses, and has 
made active use of them “for constant propaganda and agitation, and for 
acquainting the masses with the conditions of a direct and aggressive 
struggle against the old society."?/ 


As was noted above, the establishment and development of many of the leading 
revolutionary traditions of the country's working class is connected with 
the work of the party. 


We know what a high value V. I. Lenin placed upon the experience and tra- 
dition of the first Russian Revolution which plowed up strata of the people 
which had not been touched for centuries and impelled millions of workers 
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and peasants into political life and the political struggle, and that 

he called upon the party to guard these traditions in every way possible, 
consolidate them in the consciousness of the working masses, and not allow 
anyvody to vulgarize and denigrate the importance of the historic feat 

of the working «lass. He pointed to the necessity for a skillful use 

of these tradit‘ons in propaganda and agitation work both for the education 
of the broad masses of workers themselves, and for the formation of party 
members. The young “need the experience of the old fighters against oppres- 
sion and exploitation, fighters who have carried out many strikes and 
participated in a mwaber of revolutions, and who have been made wise by 
revolutionary traditions”? 8--Vladimir Il'ich taught. “Russian social 
demecracy « « « ,” he wrote, “has the obligation to make the most careful 
and comprehensive study of our revolution, to disseminate amongst the 
masses an acquaintance with its forms of struggle and forms of organiza- 


tion. . « and to strengthen revolutionary traditions among the 
people. . e™ 49 


Viadimir Il’ich himself cherished any fact which bore witness to the heroism 
and staunchness of the workers in their struggle for their great cause, 

and never failed to try to see to it that these facts became known to 

the broad masses of workers and taught others to do the same. This is 
eloquently witnessed by his passionate articles in the press about concrete 
instances of heroic actions by workers against their exploiters. 


The following fact is noteworthy in this respect. Long before the 1905 
Kevolution V. I. Lenin suggested to the remarkable revolutionary, the 
worker and ISKRA associate I. V. Babushkin, that he write his memoirs 
about his revolutionary activities. Babushkin took Lenin's advice as 

a party commission, and only the death of this most glorious son of the 
party broke off his work. 


In an article devoted to Babushkin Lenin called upon the workers to collect 
and send him memoirs and other information about revolutionary workers 

who had fallen on the barricades of class batiles for the purpose of pub- 
lishing a brochure. “Such a brochure,” Viadimir Il’ich wrote, “will be 

the best reading for young workers who will learn from it how every con- 
scious worker must live and act.'"40 


In keeping with Lenin's advice, the Bol'shevik press actively and exten- 
sively propagandized examples of revolutionary heroism by workers and 

of their class staunchness. Materials containing concrete facts about 

the situation of the working class and about its revolutionary actions 

were systematically published on the pages of the newspapers ISKRA, 

VPERED, PROLETARIY, ZVEZDA, RABOCHIY PUT’, and PRAVDA. ISKRA had a permanent 
section, “Chronicle of the Workers’ Movement." And in a single year-- 

from 22 April 1913 through 22 April 1914--11,114 reports by workers were 
printed in PRAVDA.%! 


The publications contained materiais which told about the lives and heroic 
feats of worker revolutionaries, letters from Tsarist torture-chambers 
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and places of exile, and appeals by party committees calling upon workers 
to be courageous and staunch in the struggle for their liberation, and 
to be faithful to the ideas and traditions of the 1905 Revolution. *2 


The Bol'sheviks endeavour to make use of every opportunity to propagandize 
the traditions of revolutionary struggle. Lenin had a favorable attitude 
toward turning for this purpose even to such a very lowly, according to 
him, means of struggle as the rostrum of the Duma. In his “Notes of a 
Journalist” he wrote: “" .. .«. to know how to defend even on thi~ ground 
all of the traditions of the revolutionary Social Democracy, all of the 
slogans of its recent heroic past, the entire spirit of its work, and 

its total intolerance of opportunism and reformism--this is the task of 
the party, and this is the task of the moment ."*43 


V. I. Lenin taught that working class traditions should be regarded as 

a powerful means of the revolutionary education of the toiling people 
and, above all, of the younger generations. He called for the young to 
be educated on the basis of the examples of the feats of the heroes of 
the revolution and of the struggie for the construction of socialism. 

" . . « we Shall swear an oath to ourselves," Viadimir Il'ich said at 
the opening of the memorial to the fighters of the October Revolution 

in 1918, “to follow in their footsteps and to imitate their fearlessness 
and their heroism." 


Lenin attributed exceptional importance to the inheritance of the revolu- 
tionary experience and moral authority of the working class, and to 
strengtaening its revolutionary traditions in the course of accomplishing 
the tasks of the practical construction of socialisa« and, above all, in 
ensuring the continuity of the revolutionary accomplishments of all of 

the generations of the fighters for the creation and establishment of 

new social relations, of a new attitude toward work, of new social discipline, 
and for the formation of communist morality. In his works, "The Next 
Tasks of Soviet Power," “The Chief Task of our Day," "On the State," "From 
the Destruction of the Age-Old Way of Life to the Creation of a New One," 
and “A Great Initiative,” and in many other works, speeches, and writings 
by V. I. Lenin we find the development and profound substantiation of 

the most important points of the plan for the construction of so. ialism 
and communism in our country, including the eradication of the traditions 
and survivals which were inherited by the workers and peasants from the 
old world and the development and establishment of new traditions. 


He saw in the revolutionary traditions, moral authority, and social ex- 
perience of the working class, the conscious, united, and well-tempered 
vanguard of all of the toiling strata of the population, a class which 

V. I. Lenin called the “intellectual and moral engine and physical builder'45 
of socialism a mighty lever for the development of the creative potential 

of the workers in the construction of the new society. 


The speech by V. I. Lenin at the jrd Congress of the Russian Young Communist 
League which became a program party document in the education of the zenera- 
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tions of young builders of the new life was and continues to be of especial 
importance here. It provides an exhaustive reply to the question regarding 
the nature of the continuity and interconnections of the generations in 

the revolutionary transformation of the world whose basis was laid by 

the Great October Socialist Revolution, and what the attitude of every 

new generation of builders of communism should be toward the revolutionary 
experience in construction of their predecessors. 


V. I. Lenin looked upon the " .. . development of the best models, tra- 
citions, and results of existing culture from the point of view of the 
worldview of Marxism and of the conditions of the life and struggle of 
the proletariat during the epoch of its dictatorship"*® as a necessity 
in the struggle to establish the norms and principles of the new life. 


in a speech at the All-Union Conference of Political Education Agents 

of Province and District Public Education Divisions on 3 November 1920, 
that is, a month after his celebrated speech at the 3rd Congress of the 
Russian Young Communists League, Lenin, speaking about the basic task 

of egucation workers--to help the party in the proper formation and educa- 
tion of the working masses, to help in “overcoming old habits and practices 
which have been left over as a legacy from the old system, private-property 
habits and practices with which the masses in their depths are thoroughly 
imbued," and to "educate true communists capable of being victorious over 
lives and prejudices and help the toiling masses to be victorious over 

the old order and carry out the construction of the state without capitalists, 
without exploiters, and without landowners" so that communism becomes 

"as close to the working masses as their own affairs"'--pointed te the 
necessity of organizing work in such a way "that the habits, practices, 

and convictions which the working class developed in itself through many 
decades of struggle for political freedom, so that the entire sum of these 
habits, practices, and ideas serve as a weapon in the education of all 
workers," and called for the “teaching of workers and peasants on the 

basis of the work which has been done."4/ Following this line, in the 
decisions of its congresses and conferences and of the plenums of its 

CC the party has defined the concrete measures which ensure the transmission 
to the younger generations of the working classes of the experience in 
revolutionary struggle of the older generations. Thus, a resolution of 

the 12th Congress of the Russian Communist Party (Bol'sheviks) emphasized 
that success in accomplishing the tasks of socialist construction would 

be ensured if the party succeeded in establishing an unbroken connection 
between the younger and older generations and in transmitting to the former 
"the entire experience of revolutionary st ruggle.""48 


The 13th Congress of the Russian Communist Party (Bol'sheviks) pointed 

to the importance of this task. The victory of the socialist economy 

under the conditions of the new economic policy, it was noted at the congress, 
depended to a substantial extent upon ensuring in a progressively increasing 
measure the communist remaking of the younger generations. And this task, 

it was said in the congresses' resolution, could only be achieved on the 
condition that the continuity of the experience, traditions, and legacies 
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of the victorious workers’ movement and of the party of Bol'sheviks is 
ensured. The congress called upon party cadres to give more effort and 
attention to the education of the youth, taking account of its new needs 
and requirements which inevitably gypees during the course of the changing 
conditions of general deve lopment .% 


The party always defined the practical ways of ensuring the continuity 

of the generations of Soviet people and of educating the youth in the 
glorious revolutionary traditions of the workers on the basis of the concrete 
historical conditions of the moment and of those top-priority tasks which 
face the working class and the country as a whole aft a given stage in 

its development. 


One of the characteristic examples is the years of the industrialization 

of the country and of the collectivization of agriculture which were charac- 
terized, in particular, by major socio-class changes. Thus, during the 
period from 1928 through 1932, of the 12.6 miliion workers and employees 

who had poured into the various branches of industry for the first time, 

8.6 million came from villages. 20 In this connection, the party attributed 
especial importance to the development and enrichment of the traditions 
which had been born from the revolutionary creative activity of the working 
class during the first years of Soviet power, traditions of working in 

a new and revolutionary manner. 


The importance of this work was pointed to in the decisions of the 14th, 
15th, and 16th Congresses, the 15th, 16th, and 17th Conferences of the 
All-Union Communist Party (Bol'sheviks), and in the decrees of the party 

CC on the struggle for a regimen of thrift, for strengthening labor dis- 
cipline, and for the development of socialist competition. 2! Thus, in 

its appeal to the workers and toiling peasants of the Soviet Union the 

16th Conference of the All-Union Communist Party (Bol'sheviks) emphasized 
that “the shock brigades which are being created at enterprises and insti- 
tutions are continuers of the best traditions of our communist subbotniks.">2 
Education on the basis of tracGitions during the years of the Great Patriotic 
War had its own special characteristics. It, like all ideological and 
political work, was organized in accordance with the 29 June 1941 directives 
of the USSR Council of People's Commissars and the CC of the All-Union 
Communist Party (Bol'sheviks) to party and government organizations in 

the areas of the front?? and of other party documents of the war period, 

and was directed toward the achievement of the chief goal--a further unifi- 
cation of the Soviet people around tne party, the strengthening of its 
spiritual forces, and an increase in its political consciousness and feeling 
of historic responsibility for the fate of its socialist homeland during 

its threatening hour. Especial attention was devoted to demonstrating 

the greatness of the Soviet people's accomplishments, and to disclosing 

the social, ideological, and class sources of its heroic feats during 

the Civil War and the struggle against the Interventionists, and examples 

of patriotic labor at the construction sites of the first 5-year plans. 
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Education on the basis of traditions is also characterized by special 
features during other periods of the development of our socialist society. 


The party's very rich work practice in developing and increasing the working 
Class’s revolutionary traditions and in ensuring a profound continuity 

in che revolutionary accomplishments of all of the generations of Soviet 
people in the struggle for the construction of a socialist society merits 
becoming an object of fundamental study. This continuity finds a clear 
confirmation in the ideas of the recent party congresses. 


Proceeding from these program orientations, party agencies have greatly 
increased their attention to the organization of ideological educational 
work, including education on the basis of tradition. The CPSU Central 
Committee has adopted a number of decrees on the basic directions of the 
party's ideological work which enrich the experience and practice of the 
Organization of educational work and define the measures for further im- 
proving it. In them attention is called to the necessity for expanding 

and deepening the education of Soviet people and, above all, of the youth 
on the basis of revolutionary, combat, and labor traditions. * Of especial 
importance here is the Decree, "On a Further Improvement of Ideological 

and Political Educational Work,” which is, as was noted at the 26th Party 
Congress, a document of long-term effect; the materials of the June (1983) 
Pienum of the CC CPSU are also of especial importance here. They define 
concrete measures aimed at raising the level and effectiveness of all 

of the forms of ideological educational and mass political work, including 
education based on the revolutionary, conbat, and labor traditions of 

the party and the people. >? 


The party also poses the question of educating its young replenishments 

in a Leninist manner. Thus, noting that there are now more than three 
million people younger than 30 years of age in the party, K. U. Chernenko, 
a member of the Politburo of the CC CPSU and secretary of the CC CPSU, 
emphasized in his report at a plenum that every young communist has to 

be helped to profoundly master the ideological and political heritage 

of the party, its Leninist traditions, and Bol'’shevik ethics. 


The questions connected with propagandizing the heroic traditions of the 
Soviet people and of the active use of these traditions in the communist 
education of the workers find an extensive reflection in the decisions 

of the congresses of the communist parties of the union republics and 

the conferences of the kray, oblast, city, and rayon party organizations, 
and in the work plans of party committees and primary party organizations. 


The revolutionary traditions of the working class which in our day have 
become the leading and definitive traditions of all of the strata of Soviet. 
society provide a vivid reflection and manifestation of the high degree 

of its unity and of the collectivist principles which are inherent in 

the new system and on the basis of which the reorganization of all social 
relations embracing “both the material and the spiritual spheres and the 
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whole basis of our life”?’ is being accomplished under the conditions 
of mature socialism. 


The significance of the revolutionary traditions of the working class 

in the life of our new society is enormous. In providing consolidation 

in the form of general acceptance for the social relations and norms of 
conduct which are most useful for the further development of socialism, 
they thereby, first, foster the strengthening of the socialist way of 

life and of its social and moral foundations; secondly, they define and 
support the needed social and moral and political orientation of the builders 
of communism and, above all, of its new generations; thirdly, they promote 
the further coming together of the working class, kolkhoz peasantry, and 
people's intelligentsia and of the workers of all of the nations and peoples 
of our country, and their solidarity around the communist party; fourthly, 
they stimulate increased socio-political and labor activity by the masses, 
and, fifthly, they exercise an active influence on ensuring a profound 
continuity in the views and construction practice of all of the generations 
of the builders of the new world. Finaily, as a unique concentration 

of feelings which are common to a number of generations, revolutionary 
traditions, directly or indirectly, depending upon the form of their mani- 
festation and their sphere of action, also influence the formation of 

the worldview of Soviet people and their class self-consciousness, while 

at the same time experiencing the beneficial influence of advanced Marxist- 
Leninist ideas. 


Thanks to this, as the sphere of influence of the working class's revolu- 
tionary traditions expands they increasingly promote the improvement of 
socialist social relations and the accomplishment of the tasks of communist 
construction. 


Even a thoroughly abbreviated list of the functions of working class tra- 
ditions makes it possible to see their constructive and creative character. 
This circumstance was repeatedly emphasized by V. I. Lenin. Traditions, 

he wrote, require not merely a repetition of the past, but a creative 
application that takes account of the concrete historical conditions, 

for to preserve a legacy does not mean to restrict oneself to it. "The 
duty of preserving revolutionary traditions," Vladimir Il'ich emphasized, 
“requires at the same time an analysis of the conditions of their applica- 
tion, and not a mere repetition of revolutionary slogans which are of 
importance under special conditions." 


The words of the General Secretary of the CC CPSU Yu. V. Andropov on the 
attitude of communists toward our ideological heritage and toward the 
theory of scientific communism are directly connected with this. "To 
check things against Marx and against Marxism-Leninism," he writes, "does 
not at ail mean a mechanical ‘collation’ of life in motion with one or 
another formula. We would be very poor followers of our teachers indeed 
if we contented ourselves with a repetition of the truths discovered by 
them and relied on the magic power of memorized quotations. 


- « « only this kind of attitude toward our invaluable ideological heritage, 
the model of which was provided by Lenin, and only this kind of continual 








self-renewal of revolutionary theory under the influence of revolutionary 
practice makes Marxism a genuine science and art of revolutionary creati- 
vity."9 This science and art has been completely mastered by the CPSU, 

the creation of the revolutionary working class, and, at the same time, 

its leader, and the leader of all of the workers of our country. The 

party soberly analyzes the difficulties and contradictions which are en- 
countered on the roads of communist construction, and teaches that planned 
measures be consistently and persistently implemented. This is the Leninist 
tradition of our party. 


It has found a new confirmation in the work of the June (1983) Plenum 

of the CC CPSU. Its documents call attention to the necessity for strength- 
ening the class tempering of the workers, especially of the youth, in 

view, in particular, of the frenzied attempts by imperialist reaction 

to undermine the social and political and ideological unity of our society. 
"An important task of ideological educational work," it is stated in the 
plenum's decree, "is to see to it that the revolutionary ideology and 
morality of the working class and its collectivist psychology, interests, 

and views determine the spiritual make-up of all Soviet people." 


These wonderful qualities of the progressive class of our day which were 
formed in history and consolidated with the heip of tradition are among 

the fundamental values of socialism which the plenum of the party's Central 
Committee obliges us to skillfully and creatively propagandize. 
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REGIONAL 


VAYNO ADDRESSES PARTY VETERANS 
Tallinn SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA in Russian 27 Aug 83 pp 1, 2 


[Speech by K. Vayno, member of the CPSU Central Committee, first secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Estonia] 


[Text] Dear comrades! 


| think that I am not mistaken in saying that this meeting with you, the repre- 
sentatives of the glorious, old, militant guard of our party has evoked deep 
emotion in each of us, in all those present in this hall. And our talk has 
become deeply substantive, instructive and useful. We are grateful to you for 
those thoughts and opinions which you have enunciated today and for this candid 
exchange of opinion which we had concerning topical problems of our life. 


They say, and they probably say correctly, that history consists of those 
people who made it. Each of you in essence is living history. A book could 

be written about each of you. And it would be a remarkable book. About people 
of tremendous courage, of mental purity and of devoted service to laboring 
people. It would be a book of unparalleled tenacity and of unshakeable faith 
in the party, in the rightness and greatness of its cause and in the final 
triumph of the ideas of socialism. 


It would be difficult even to enumerate those events contained in the life, 
say, of Genrikh Gustavovich Gustavson. A party member since 1917, he was 
always to be found at those “flashpoints” where the fate of the revolution and 
of the first Soviet tive-year plans was being resolved. 


Khil'da Karlovna Andrezen and Avgust Martovich Saulep, the elders in our party 
organization, tied their life to the party from legendary ‘17. Yesterday 
another of our remarkable veterans~-Rikhard Gustavovich Mayak--turned 85. And 
the republic newspapers noted this because Rikhard Gustavovich is a man 
of an extraordinary life. Today he is here, in this hall. And we cordially, 
from the depths of our soul, congratulate him on this jubilee. 


Once, at the dawn of the birth of the Komsomol, Vladimir li'‘ich Lenin called 
upon the youth to emulate the example of the best and courageous. What people 
of the past do you admire? Whom would you like to imitate~-Vladimir I1‘ich 
brought up these questions among a number of others for the delegates of the 
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lst Komsomol Congress. He deeply believed in the power of great revolutionary 
traditions, the bearers of which were remarkable revolutionaries, fighters of 
the party. I believe that if our young men and women of today were asked whose 
example they would like to follow, many of them would probably mention the 
names of Khendrik Khansovich Alpik, Ol'ga Antonovna Lauristin, Leonkhard Mar- 
tovich Tiytsen and many others. 


Each of you assembled here has probably been almost half a century in the 
party. All of you have behind you years and years of difficult work. Many 
of you fought on the fronts of the Creat Patriotic War. But even today you 
are in service. You are conducting major social activity, you meet with the 
youth, you appear with lectures, talks. This work of yours is very important 
for us. It is much needed by the party. And tremendous thanks to you for 

it. 


The party has always highly valued the experience and knowledge of veterans. 
New evidence of this is the deep respect and attention of the Central Committee 
given to the meeting of veterans at the CPSU Central Committee and the appear- 
ance of Comrade Yuriy Viadimirovich Andropov. We are very proud that there 

was present at this meeting a representative of our guard of veterans, Khend- 
rik Khansovich Allik, a very respected man in our party organization and in the 
republic. At this meeting, Yuriy Vladimirovich notably stated that veterans 
are the bearers of the unique experience of building a new life, enriching 

all mankind. We must use this vast experience together with you in the best 
possible way, with maximum benefit for our common cause, the solution of those 
major, complex and largely new tasks which the party is setting today. 


What are these tasks as applied to our republic? 


The republic party organization is concentrating its chief efforts on raising 
the efficiency of public production. We are directed to this by the dec‘sions 
of the November (1982) and the June (1983) plenums of the CPSU Central Commit~ 
tee. Our chief task right now is to raise the level of operational work, 

to transform our national economy, as Comrade Yu.V. Andropov said, into a 

smooth operating, well adjusted mechanism. Attainment of the large scale 
social-economic goals, as shown by practice, depends to a significant degree on 
imporovement of management, perfection of the work style, Tremendous resources 
and reserves exist in any sector for the achievement of increasingly palpable, 
practical results. We clearly have not so far been using these resources fully. 


If one were to speak of the results of this year's work, I can say that in in- 
dustry the plan for the first half of the year for sales of products was ful- 
filled 102.4 percent by us. Growth rate was 104.6 percent. In this connec 
tion, all growth came from growth of labor productivity. 


In agriculture, things have not been proceeding badly so far. By 25 July, 

the grass fodder procurement plan had been fulfilled. The production of meat, 
milk and eggs has grown. All the rayons have fulfilled half-year plans of 
purchases of products of animal husbandry. In construction, fixed capital 

and capacities were put in operation as prescribed by plan. Operation of 
transport improved somewhat. On the whole, targets for production of consumer 
goods were fulfilled. 
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But it is necessary to say outright that the results of the half year could 
have been better. A great deal more could have been done if we in all sectors 
of public production and at all levels of operational activity had achieved a 
Significant improvement of organization, order and stronger planning, state 
and labor discipline, if at enterprises, institutions and organizations there 
had not been permitted unauthorized absenteeism, downtime, lack of coordina- 
tion and at times simply absence of system, laxity and disorganizati n. 


Some of our workers, even heads of enterprises, have evidently perceived the 
demand of the party on strengthening of discipline as something temporary. 
Furthermore, some of them evidently were satisfied with the good results of 

the first months of the year and reduced their demands and weakened organiza-~ 
tional work. And tiis could not but help lead to impairment of the work rhythm 
of certain labor collectives. Eleven enterprises did not ‘ulfill the plan for 
production volume for July, and they include the associations Estonbumprom, 
Prompribor and certain others. 


[ speak of this because I want to emphasize once more that the struggle for 
discipline, for real socialist labor discipline is not a short-term campaign. 
It presupposes measures for improved labor organization, for proper and intel- 
ligent placement of people and a clear-cut material-technical supply. And-- 
the main thing--constant, large-scale, painstaking organizational and educa- 


tional work with people. And you, comrades, can do your bit and make your con- 
tribution to this work. 


Yes, our life does contain problems. Many of them are in the economy. De- 
fects exist--no one conceals them, no one hides them from the masses. But 

the most deeply economic problem in the final analysis relates to man. This 

is why we speak today of the need of intensifying educational work. This 

is why, despite all the importance of other problems, organizational, economic 
and some which all of us, the party committees and party organizations, have to 
deal with, the forefront is increasingly assumed by ideological work. This, 

as you know, was especially emphasized by the June Plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee. And here, comrades, we also need your aid. 


In the present complex ideological situation, in an exacerbated ideological 
struggle, the sage word of party veterans is especially valuable. It is 
especially needed in such a most important sector as work with the youth. 

Once Viadimir Il‘ich Lenin remarked that “only school can secure the victories 
of the revolution.” When he was asked if he had not put it a little too 
strongly, he replied: “I wanted to say that everything that was won by the 
revolution can be secured by the education of future generations." 


Our youth know from history textbooks of military interventions, and of the 
economic blockade, and of other forms with the help of which enemies tried 

to destroy our country. But today’s youth have not passed through the crucible 
of most cruel class battles and have not received that tempering which the 
older generation has. But, as you know, it is on the youth that a special 
gambie is being made, enemy propaganda is primarily aimed at it. In the strug- 
gle against Soviet patriotism, aationalistic ideas are being utilized. It is 
no coincidence that tens of institutions have been created in the United States 
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in which national questions in the USSR are being specially studied, and vari- 
ous fallacious conceptions are being developed. Our ideological enemies call 
shamelessly our country, the land of brotherhood and friendship, a “colonial 


power. 


Under these conditions, securing through education such a decisive gain of 
the revolution as the spirit of proletarian internationalism becomes a problem 
of first-priority importance. 


And here incidentally your ability to convince, your energy and political 
fervor would be so helpful. For behind your words there stand your life, 
given to the revolution, your tenacity in struggle and indestructible faith 
in victory. 


The succession of generations.... We speak a great deal and seriously on this 
theme. Your educational efforts arc nurtered by the desire to see in today's 
20-year olds all the best that distinguished their fathers and granddads. But 
it is also natural that in the practical work of education we must orient our- 
selves and we do orient ourselves on the well-known Leninist thesis to the 
effect that young people of necessity are bound to approach socialism differ- 
ently, not by the same way, not in the same form, not in the same conditions 
as their fatvers did. Actually, each new generation does not utilize mechani- 
cally the experience of their elders, it modifies and changes it in accordance 
with the requirements of time and the goals of social progress. Hence the 
existence of possible contradictions between separ ‘e groups of young and 

old in technical work, in science, culture and so o.. And there is nothing 
unnatural in this. 


On the whole, our young people are good: educated, energetic, industrious. 
We can be proud of our successors. But still we cannot help but be concerned 
by certain negative phenomena in the youthful milieu. We frequently note 

a consumerist attitude toward life, dependent attitudes, lack of development 
when it comes to civic and social questions among a portion of our young people. 
It is necessary to deal with this. And on this plane, we count on your aid, 
comrades. 


Military and patriotic education is of tremendous importance. It is important 
to bring to the realization of each young person that he is a defender of 

the Motherland and to prepare him for this. I want to say that of late young 
men of our republic have started to increasingly enter military schools. 

This is very important, and in this is to be seen the major work of veterans. 
But nevertheless, military schools still have few representatives of our indig- 
enous nationality. 


In a word, much work still remains to be done with the youth. Work that is on 
a large scale and laborious. 


Of course, it is not only young men that need your advice, your assistance, 
your hints. They are also needed by people of middle age. The fact is that 
in life, in everyday activities, the etrong qualities of the generations as 
it were supplement each other, fusing into a united whole, into the work of 
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the collective, the republic and the country. Without the wisdom of the older 
generation, without the energy, the mature balance of the middle-aged and 
without the enthusiasm and ardor of young people, society could not exist 

and progress would not be possible. 


We are confident that you will actively, within the scope of your energies, of 
course, participate in different forms of our social-political and educational 
work: at schools of occupational mastery, within the system of pol’tical 
education, in work with teenagers and with the population at their place of 
residence. It is also necessary to think of now to enliven and fill with new 
content the work of councils of party veterans. So far we have three such 
councils in the republic--in Tallinn, Narva and Rakvere. It would be a good 


thing for them to be operative as well in other cities and rayons of the 
republic. 


We hope that many of you will be present at election meetings of party organiza~ 
tions. There your experience and your critical comments are much needed. And 
it was quite proper today to speak of the fact that local party committees 
should concern themselves with this and think of increasing the activity of 
veterans and of strengthening their ties with party organizations. 


We say that we count on your helr.... But we know that you also need it. Is 
it easy, for example, to engage in social work under present-day conditions 
with their growing problems? No, not very.... But the fact is that most of 
us continue to work. But fatigue and illnesses take their toll. Age too 
makes itself felt. In order to go, say, to a school, it is necessary to give 
up personal plans, affairs and sometimes to overcome indisposition. Still 
many of us consider this work an honor for themselves, their obligation and 
their duty. We are deeply grateful to you for this. We are now directing 
party and public organizations to assist veterans, and concern for them has 
been organized more concretely, more specifically. In Tallinn, for example, 
a rule was established that veterans are to be served without having to wait 
on line, and they are registered at certain stores. A system of advance orders 
has been introduced. Similar work is also being done in other cities and 
rayons of the republic. It is likewise necessary to think of improving 
medical and personal services for veterans. 


Once there existed among us the excellent Timurovets Movement [a children's 
movement for providing assistance to families of fighting men, invalids and 
orphans]. Why not revive it now, resuscitate this work and provide it with a 
new content? We think that this is something for the Estonian Komsomol Cen- 
tral Committee and the leaders of the republic Pioneer organization to think 
about. All the more since many veterans specifically constantly do work in 
schools and are admitted there as honorary Pioneers. 


We hope that all party committees, party and public organizatioas and labor 
collectives will show concern and elementary humane, respectful consideration 


for party veterans who because of all their life, work and struggle deserve 
this. 
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In conclusion, dear comrades, I would like in the name of the Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Estonia to wish you all good health, 
long years of life and much active work. I wish that you will still feel 
yourselves in party ranks for a long time to come! 


Thank you all very much for taking part in our talk and for the proposals made 
here. They, of course, will be carefully examined in detail. 
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REGIONAL 


GAPUROV SPEAKS AT PLENUM ON MEETING WITH PARTY VETERANS 
Ashkhabad TURKMENSKAYA ISKRA in Russian 20 Sep 83 pp 1, 2 


[Speech by M.G. Gapurov, first secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Turkmenistan, at 13th Plenum of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of Turkmenistanheld in Ashkhabad on 17 September 1983 
"To Increase the Activity and Efficiency of Party Organizations--From the 
13th Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Turkmenistan” ] 


[Excerpts] As has already been reported, on 17 September the 13th Plenum of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Turkmenistan was held in 
Ashkhabad. Comrade M.G. Gapurov, first secretary of the Central Committee 

of the Communist Party of Turkmenistan, delivered an address on the first 
item on the agenda "Concerning the Results of the Meeting with Party Veterans 
at the CPSU Central Committee.” 


The heroic annals of Lenin's party, Comrade M.G. Gapurov said, and the history 
of the establishment and development of our socialist state are full of examples 
of supreme fidelity to the ideals of communism. Selfless labor, mass heroism 
and the deathless military feat have become general milestones in the lives of 
millions and millions of faithful sons of Lenin's party. 


The party highly values veterans, who represent generations of people whose 
lot included a most difficult and at the same time honorable mission of carry- 
ing out a revolution, defending the young Republic of the Soviets in fighting 
with internal and external enemies, laying the foundation of a new society, 
forging victory in the Great Patriotic War, restoring the national economy, 
cultivating virgin land and opening the road to space. 


New evidence of the recognition of their very great services to the Motherland 
and continuation of Leninist tradition was the meeting with veterans held on 
15 August of this year at the CPSU Central Committee. 


Guided by the decree of the CPSU Central Committee on the results of the meet- 
ing with veterans, the Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Turkmenistan decided to discuss this question at today's plenum of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Communist Party of Turkmenistan, to determine measures 
relating to the realization of tasks proposed in the speech by Comrade Yu.V. 
Andropov and to discuss how to have the experience of veterans, their knowledge 








and enthusiasm more actively influence the course of our common work and con- 
tinue with greater payoff to serve in the struggle for fulfillment oi the 
party's plans. 


Like all the militant detachments of the CPSU, the Communist Party of Turkmen- 
istan has its own detachment of veterans. Our party organization includes re- 
spected representatives of the older generations whose life paths embody the 
glorious revolutionary, fighting and labor traditions of the heroic Soviet 
people. They are those who actively participated in the fighting for the power 
of the Soviets on ancient Turkmen soil, who created the first party and kom- 
somol cells and who defended the gains of the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion in the fiery years of the civil war and foreign military intervention and 
also routed basmach bands. 


Our republic was represented at the recent meeting with veterans at the 

CPSU Central Committee by our oldest veteran, who has been a CPSU member since 
1919, Annakuli Artykov. This generation of the participants in the establish- 
ment of our republic and in the creation of the Party organization of Turkmen- 
istan includes Frol Leont'yevich Fomkin, Dzhemile Abdurakhmanovna Poltayeva, 
Tachmurad Orazov, Pavel Dmitriyevich lonychev, Kurbanmamed Babayev, Ali Mura~ 
dovich Abbasov and many other party, soviet, operational workers, servicemen 
and border guards. 


Among the republic's party and labor veterans, we meet representatives of dif- 
ferent nations and nationalities. The joint struggle for the regime of the 
Soviets strengthened the friendship of the peoples and contributed to the in- 
culcation of the feeling of class solidarity. 


In our republic, there have been formed on the initiative of party organiza~- 
tions associations of party, war and labor veterans; they are the wisest, 
most prestigious and respected people and constitute so-called councils of 
elders. 


The councils of eiders assist party organizations in inculcating in people a 
high sense of duty, personal responsibility for an entrusted task, a communist 
attitude toward labor and socialist property and a high level of organization 
and discipline and the feeling of Soviet patriotism end internationalism. 


Questions of the guidance of party organizations by councils of elders in 
Tashauz Oblast are being successfully solved. Toward the end of August 1983 
rayon consultations were held with members of councils of elders in which the 
tasks of councils of elders in the period of the cotton harvesting campaign 
were examined. 


During January-February 1983, on the initiative of the Takhtinskiy Rayon Party 
Committee, rural meetings involving the direct participation of members of 
councils were held with housewives on questions of improving rearing of child- 
ren in the family, drawing women into useful labor and increasing their work 
and social activity. 


At Kolkhoz imeni Karl Marx, on 22 August 1983, a rural meeting was held of 
Leninskiy Rayon on questions of strengthening labor and production discipline 


41 








and raising the level of ideological educational work among workers and of 
struggle against religious vestiges. Comparable work is going on in other 
oblasts and rayons of the republic, and it undoubtedly is producing positive 
results. 


Comrades! The June Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee put among the most im 
portant tasks further strengthening of ideological and moral, class and labor 
conditioning of young people and forming of civic qualities in them. In the 
solution of this task, a major place is occupied by the mentorship movement, 


Today, the republic has more than 21,000 mentors for young people. They in- 
clude more than 100 Heroes of the Soviet Union and Heroes of Socialist Labor, 
thousands of production pacesetters and innovators, many of whom have been 
awarded state prizes. Each second mentor is a communist. This is a tremen- 
dous force which party, soviet, trade-union and komsomol organizations and op- 
erational organs should constantly and purposefully utilize. 


We also have a certain amount of experience in the organization of the precep- 
torship movement in the cities of Ashkhabad, Chardzhou, Nebit-Dag and in Tasha~ 
uzskiy, Kushkinskiy, Kizyl~Arvatskiy and Ashkhabadskiy rayons. 


Talks and speeches of veterans at komsomol meetings, triumphal Pioneer parades 
and festivilties on the occasion of initiation into a working vocation or 
joining the Komsomol will be long remembered and undoubtedly will help young 
workers and students of educational institutions of the republic's cities and 
villages. 


Considerable work relating to military and patriotic education of teenagers and 
young people is being done by veterans of the civil and Great Patriotic wars 
of which there are more than 25,000 in the republic. With the participation 
of war veterans, 1,500 halls and rooms of fighting and labor glory have been 
established. Lessons of courage, thematic evenings and meetings are held in 
them. Excursions are organized to places of revolutionary and fighting glory 
in which hundreds of thousands of komsomols and young people take part. 


Patriotic education of the youth helps improve the preparation of young men for 
service in the Armed Forces as well as the selection of the most worthy for 
military educational institutions. 


In the republic, more than 260,000 persons are enjoying well-deserved rest. 
Unfortunately, almost two-thirds of the pensioners are taking part neither in 
productive nor in public activity. At the same time, we still have many 
collectives where labor productivity is low and the struggle is being weakly 
waged for strengthening labor discipline and order and for effective use 

of production capital. There are many cases where graduates of schools and 
vocational-technical schools are not entrusted with new equipment and are sent 
to various kinds of work that is not in line with their specialty. Many work- 
ers’ dormitories are in a neglected condition, and no educational work is con- 
ducted in them. There are no preceptors there. All this has a negative effect 
on the morale of young workers and on their attitude toward labor. 
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The job of party, soviet, trade-union and komsomol organizations is to bring 
to bear the tremendous experience and knowledge of veterans on the elimination 
of defects in production and the service sphere and to utilize their great 
prestige and experience in labor collectives for the forming of a worthy young 
generation of workers as well as for serious major educational and political 
work among the population at their place of residence. 


Every weighty and sage word of veterans is of great importance, exposing para- 
sitism, loafers, unauthorized absentees, all those who violate discipline 

and order and evade socially useful labor. It is necessary to create in each 
oblast, city, rayon and at the enterprise and on the kolkhoz and sovkhoz coun- 
cils of elders and have them on a daily basis supervise and organize training 
of chairman of councils. 


There are still many defects in the guidance of the preceptorship movement on 
the part of party, trade-union and komsomol organizations. This movement is 
slow in developing on kolkhozes and sovkhozes and other enterprises of the agro- 
industrial complex. Of the many-thousand detachment of young workers working 
on them, only half of the young workers and kolkhoz farmers are assigned to 
preceptors. 


Party organizations, the Turkmen Trade-Union Council and the Turkmen Komsomol 
Central Committee must set up a definite system for the training of preceptors 
while seeing to it that all of them master to perfection the art of propaganda 
and agitation and know the special features of working with youth. 


Veterans in party organizations of housing operation sectors-~former house ad- 
ministrations--should be active assistants to party gorkoms and raykoms in the 
solution of problems connected with improving education, increasing culture in 

the everyday life of the population. 


But most communist veterans have been so far poorly drawn in into work at these 
party organizations. As it happens, their relation to it is limited to payment 
of membership dues or, at best, to being present at party meetings. 


It is necessary to involve all veterans capable of social activity in the work. 
Those best prepared in the theoretical sense can engage in propaganda and agita- 
tion work. 


The organization of work with veterans is a vital, creative job. Every party 
organization should attentively approach this while taking into consideration 
how to best and most effectively utiliza their rich experience and knowledge. 


Comrades! Definite work is being done in the republic on improving the social, 
everyday and medical services for party and labor veterans. They are allotted 
apartments, automobiles, manufactured goods in high demand. Specialized stores 
and departments for serving party and war veterans have been created. But 

this matter among us is not being handled with full understanding. Analysis of 
letters and statements reaching the Central Committee of the Communist Party 

of Turkmenistan and the editorial offices of republic newspapers shows that 
instances still occur where individual party, soviet, trade-union and operational 
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organs and heads of enterprises, institutions and educational institutions show 
callousness, heartlessness and inattentiveness to deserving people. In this 
connection many reproaches can be leveled at trade, health-care and everyday- 
services personnel. All this needs to be corrected. Strict demands should be 
made on those who do not carry out the party's instructions on devoting more 
attention to the needs and requirements of veterans. 


The election campaign is continuing at party organizations. It is necessary to 
see to it that the older generation of communists take the most active part at 
meetings and conferences. The rich experience of veterans, their advice and 
proposals undoubtedly will contribute to raising the effectiveness of collec- 
tive comprehension of practical work and arising problems and to the development 
of principled mutual exactingness and strict accounting of defects and 
negligence. 


Today there is no task more important for the republic than timely, lossless 
harvesting of cotton and fulfillment of the chief commandment of providing the 
Motherland not only the plan but also making up indebtedness for past years. 


Another equally important question has not yet been removed from the agenda-~- 
fodder procurement for animal husbandry. It should operate in parallel with 
the cotton harvesting campaign. Providing nutritious wintering of livestock is 
a most important party task. 


Slackening of effort must not be permitted in the operation of industry, con- 
struction, transport, communications, trade and consumer services. It is 
necessary to ensure fulfillment of the plan for the third quarter, to bring up 
all lagging enterprises and to successfully compiete the crucial year of the 
five-year plan with respect to all indicators of the plan of economic and so- 
cial development of the republic. 


It is necessary to ensure good preparation of the economy and housing for 
work under winter condition. with uninterrupted provision of heat and to procure 
and store away an adequate quantity of potatoes, vegetables and fruits. 


In the solution of each of these tasks and other most important problems by 
labor collectives and party organization, the knowledge and experience of 
veterans are necessary. It is necessary to make efficient use of the whole 
arsenal of their practical knowledge and the feeling of responsibility and 
organization inherent in them. 


Necessary organizational measures should be taaken so as to ensure the partici~ 
pation of pensioners of all categories within the capability of their powers in 
work at industrial enterprises and construction projects, in transport, in 
municipal economy and in the service and health-care sphere. 


Party obkoms, gorkoms and raykoms, party and trade-union organizations and 
operational managers everywhere should increase the role of party and labor 
veterans in the solution of such important problems for the economy as intensi- 
fication of production, introduction of the achievements of science and technol-~ 
ogy and boosting of labor productivity. It is necessary to involve them for 
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these purposes in the work of social economic councils, permanently operating 
production conferences, commissions for control of management's activities and of 
people's-control groups and positions, to put them on councils of brigade 
leaders, comrades’ courts, commissions for the struggle against drunkenness 
and alcoholism, social cadre departments and to get them to take part in tally- 
ing the results of socialist competition and occupational competitions, in 

the worker and rural correspondent movement and in work with the local and 

wall press. 


In early September, a meeting was held at the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Turkmenistan of members of the Bureau of the Central Committee with 
party, war and labor veterans, which was marked by great enthusiasm and activ- 
ity. Participants of the meeting who spoke pointed out with satisfaction that 
the meetings at the CPSU Central Committee and at the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Turkmenistan turned out to be important social and political 
events, convincing evidence of the monolithic unity of the party's ranks and 

all generations of the Soviet people in the struggle for the triumph of commun- 
ist ideals, fidelity of the CPSU to the great cause of Lenin and unenimous sup- 
port of the Communist Party's internal and external policy. 


Similar meetings and discussions with each veteran at primary party organiza- 
tions are to be held in oblasts, cities and rayons. It is necessary to listen 
to veterans with much attention and to implement all pending measures relating 
*‘o the satisfaction of their requests and proposals. 


Permit me to express the confidence that party, soviet, trade-union and komso- 
mol organizations and operational organs will adopt all measures for the ful- 
fillmert of tasks stemming from the meeting of veterans at the CPSU Central 
Committee and the speech there of Comrade Yu.V. Andropov on further increasing 
the public and political activity of party, war and labor veterans, utilizing 
their rich experience and will achieve still greater successes in the fulfill- 
ment of the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress, the 22nd Congress of the 
Communist Party of Turkmenistan and will worthily commemorate the 60th anniver- 
sary of the formation of Turkmen SSR and the Communist Party of Turkmenistan. 
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REGIONAL 


ESTONIAN TELEVISION JOURNALISTS HOLD MEETING 
Tallinn SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA in Russian 23 Aug 83 p 1 
[ETA article: “Tasks of Television Journalists Discussed" ] 


[Text] To improve the content and effectiveness of broadcasts on the basis of 
the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress and the requirements of the May, No- 
vember (1982) and June (1983) plenums of the CPSU Central Committee--such was 
the formulation of their basic task by the communists of the main editorial 
board of information broadcasts of Estonian television of the ESSK State Com 
mittee for Television and Radio Broadcasting. 


At an election meeting of the party group held on 22 August, a principled and 
demanding discussion took place on work of communists and on tasks for the 
future. 


The chief speaker was party~group organizer commentator M. Narusk and the 
other speakers were chief editor A. Allas, correspondents Kh. Lenk and A. 
Kuusmani and deputy chief editor BE. Eesmaa. They cited many examples of cre- 
ative and fruitful work by journalists of the information service. These 
include a number of permanent columns analyzing problems in the course of 

a year, interesting materials on the struggle to raise labor discipline and 
against mismanagement. 


But chief attention was concentrated on problems that the collective had to 
solve in the immediate future. Concrete measures were outlined for improving 
the ideological direction and information content of broadcasts with emphasis 
placed on those requiring especially serious attention. They included demon-~ 
stration and dissemination of the experience of labor collectives in raising 
production efficiency, improving labor organization and strengthening labor 
discipline. Work should be more completely disclosed and generalized on im- 
plementation of the food program and more attention should be paid to questions 
of further improvement of ideological work and education of the youth. A 
serious discussion also took place on improving the vocatioual skill of tele- 
vision journalists. 


E. Kyrgveye was chosen party~group organizer. 
R. Ristlaan, secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Estonia, took part in the work of the meeting. 
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REG [ONAL 


TALLINN HOSTS USSR, NORTH EUROPEAN YOUTH PEACE CONFERENCE 
Tallinn SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA in Russian 23 Aug 83 p 1 
[ETA article: “Youth--For Peace and Disarmament" ] 


[Text] The union of all efforts in the struggle for peace and against the 
threat of nuclear war was called for by young people and all peace-loving 
forces, participants in the regular, 4th, meeting of youth of the USSR and 
North European countries-~Denmark, Island, Norway, Finland and Sweden--relating 
to questions of struggle for peace, detente and disarmament and for the crea- 
tion of a non-nuclear zone in North Europe. It was held in Tallinn and was 
organized by the Union of Soviet Societies of Friendship and Cultural Ties with 
Foreign Countries and the USSR Committee of Youth Organizations as well as 

the Estonian Society of Friendship and the ESSK Committee of Youth Organiza- 
tions. 


At the Olympic Center of Sailing Sports on 21 August, the meeting was opened by 
A. Meri, the chairman of the Estonian Society of Friendship. 


The contribution of youth to the struggle for peace was described by I. Deme- 
nina, senior secretary of the Council of Youth Commissions of the Union of 
Soviet Societies of Friendship and Cultural Ties with Foreign Countries, V. 
Meyster, chairman of the ESSK Committee of Youth Organizations and Yu. 
Kuchinskiy, a representative of the USSR Committee of Youth Organizations. 


The participants of the meeting expressed deep concrn for the continuing ex- 
acerbation of the international situation. An extraordinary danger for the 
cause of peace, it was stated at the meeting, is presented by the deployment 
planned by aggressive circles of the United States and NATO of medium-range 
nuclear missiles in Western Europe. It is therefore necessary to undertake 
emergency measures for prevention of the nuclear threat and for the return 
of international relations into the channel of a _ policy of detente and coop- 
eration. In this connection, the participants of the meeting highly rated 
the peace initiatives of the Soviet Union and the countries of the socialist 
community and the commitment of the USSR not to be the first to use nuclear 
weapons. 


"A reliable factor in strengthening of international peace and security and 


reinforcement of trust among states," Tomas Yansson, head of the Swedish dele- 
gation, said to the ETA correspondent, “is creation of non-nuclear zones." 


4] 








The readiness of the USSK to act as a guarantor of a non-nuclear zone in North 
Europe as well as to examine with interested parties the question of imparting 
a non-nuclear status to the waters of the Baltic Sea was highly rated by the 
participants of the meeting. 


An important political factor in the struggle for peace and international 
security, it was stated in the adopted joint resolution, has been the movement 
of advocates of peace. It is necessary to strengthen the cooperation of all 
peace-loving forces for the purpose of carrying out concrete joint and parallel 
actions. 


The participants of the meeting placed flowers besides the Eternal Flame at 
Maar'yamyagi. They visited the Kalev Confectionery Factory and Rakhva Vyyt 
Kolkhoz in Khar'yuskiy Rayon and acquainted themselves with the sights of 
Tallinn. 


7697 
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REC IONAL 


KRASNOYARSK KRAYKOM CHIEF ON SELECTION OF CADRES 


[Editorial Report] Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 21 October 1983 publishes on page 
2 a 1,400-word article “Advancement and Duties” by P. Fedirko, first secretary 
of Krasnoyarsk Kraykom. Fedirko writes about the efforts being made in 
Krasnoyarsk to identify and advance those cadres who are business-minded, 
energetic, capable and who truly enjoy authority among workers. He describes 
what he considers one of the more effective methods instituted by a certain 
plant. Specially formed commissions periodically thoroughly review the cre- 
dentials, performance and level of participation in educational work of cadres 
that are designated to be within their competence. Promising workers are 
assigned to a reserve pool from which promotions are made, while those who 
have failed to acquit themselves are assigned to a lower rank. In this way, 
Fedirko says, people who are reliable and have proved their worth are advanced 
to responsible positions. 
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